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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A graphical user interface (GUI) adapted to browse pictures 
stored in a picture database, said GUI comprising: 

a main level display providing links to other display level, said main level 
display comprising: 

a hierarchical picture grouping iconic region indicating di- 
rectories, folders and files containing pictures from said database; 

at least one main display area adapted to at least display 
pictures, thumbnails and graphical browsers; 

a picture content iconic region, comprising icons repre- 
senting pictures in said picture database according to predefined 
content categories and picture metadata; and 

a graphical browser region, comprising indicia of graphical 
browsers utilized by said GUI; and 

said GUI further comprising a plurality of display levels linked to said 
main display level via one or more icons in said main display level. 

2. The GUI in Claim 1 , wherein said main display area is 
further adapted to display word search indicia, and said main display level further 
comprises a word search area comprising indicia of word search methodologies 
utilized by said GUI. 

3. The GUI in Claim 1, wherein said content categories at 
least include picture capture date according to picture metadata. 

4. The GUI in Claim 1 , wherein said content categories at 
least include picture capture location according to picture metadata. 

5. The GUI in Claim 1, wherein said content categories at 
least include predefined events to which pictures pertain, according to picture 
metadata. 
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6. The GUI in Claim 1, wherein said content categories at 
least include persons depicted in pictures according to picture metadata. 



7. The GUI in Claim 1, wherein said graphical browsers at 
least comprise geographic maps constructed with the aid of picture metadata, 

8. The GUI in Claim 1, wherein said graphical browsers at 
least comprise timeline metaphors constructed with the aid of picture metadata. 

9. The GUI in Claim 1 5 wherein said graphical browsers at 
least comprise scatter plots constructed with the aid of picture metadata. 

10. The GUI in Claim 1, wherein said graphical browsers at 
least comprise people-based graphical representations constructed with the aid of 
picture metadata. 

1 1 . The GUI in Claim 2, wherein said content categories at 
least include picture capture date according to picture metadata. 

12. The GUI in Claim 2, wherein said content categories at 
least include picture capture location according to picture metadata. 

13. The GUI in Claim 2, wherein said content categories at 
least include predefined events to which pictures pertain, according to picture 
metadata. 

14. The GUI in Claim 2, wherein said content categories at 
least include persons depicted in pictures according to picture metadata. 



15. The GUI in Claim 2, wherein said graphical browsers at 
least comprise geographic maps constructed with the aid of picture metadata. 
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16. The GUI in Claim 2, wherein said graphical browsers at 
least comprise timeline metaphors constructed with the aid of picture metadata. 

17. The GUI in Claim 2, wherein said graphical browsers at 
least comprise scatter plots constructed with the aid of picture metadata. 

18. The GUI in Claim 2, wherein said graphical browsers at 
least comprise people-based graphical representations constructed with the aid of 
picture metadata. 



1 9. The GUI in Claim 2, wherein said word search methodolo- 
gies comprise Boolean searches. 



